
Animals born after 
11 January 2008

Is the animal intended 
for slaughter prior to 12 

months of age?

Yes

No

Animals need only be single tagged 
with Official UK format* tags – within 

6 months for intensively reared animals 
and 9 months for extensively reared 

animal

Animals need to be double tagged 
with identical Official UK format* tags 
- within 6 months for intensively reared 
animals and 9 months for extensively 

reared animals

If you decide to keep 
this animal beyond 
12 months it must be 
tagged with a double 
set of tags either 
using your next 
number, or a match 
up tag showing the 
same number as the 
original tag

Animals born prior to 
11 January 2008

Already tagged with a single 
UK tag or S Baseline tag

No further identification 
required

Animals not already tagged Follow rules for animals born 
after 11 January 2008

Single tagged animal – on birth holding

Single tagged animal – not on birth holding

Double tagged animal – on birth holding

Double tagged animal – not on birth holding

Replacements – in all 
instances these must 
be replaced within 
28 days of the loss or 
damage being detect-
ed. All replacements 
must be cross refer-
enced in your holding 
register

Your next available UK tag OR an identical replica tag. 

Another UK tag (bearing a different number) OR an identical replica

Must be identified with two identical ear 
tags prior to export 

Single tagged animals can have two new identical ear tags applied 
rather than applying an identical match up.  These new tags must 

be cross referenced in the holding register

Animals destined 
for Export

Tattoos and EID tags can be used to ‘double tag’ animals 
where the primary form of identification is an ear tag.  
The tattoo or EID device must follow the Official UK format*

Official UK format*
UK – 6 digit flock mark – (up to) 6 digit animal number
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Another UK tag obtained from keeper who bred the animal OR a
 red R tag OR an identical replica

Another UK tag obtained from keeper who bred the animal OR a
 red R tag OR an identical replica


